Welcome to
- Second Grade

/

* Parent Orientation



General Information

Yellog Home Folders

Every student has a yellow home folder. This folder is the way we communicate with
each other. Please make sure the folder is emptied every night because it will contain g
1ot of information for you from me and the school administration. Please also use this

folder to send any notes to school.

Homework Packets
A homework packet will come home every Monday. The cover page will list the

nightly homework activities. Please set aside a certain time each day that you help your
child complete this packet. Second graders should be able to complete many of these
activities independently and your job will be to check over the work. The work in the
packets will consist of spelling word practice and math skills review. The packet should
be signed and the entire packet should be returned to school every Friday. Remember

‘that homework is a grade on the report card.

100 Book Challenge
Adrian School is continuing the 100 Book Challenge program again this year. Students

are required to read in steps. One step equals 15 minutes of reading. As part of the
homework each night we are asking that you read one step with your child and sign the
log sheet. The 15 minutes of reading can include your child reading to you, you reading
to your child or your child reading independently. If you read more than one step each
night please mark the log sheet accordingly. Each student will have a 100 Book
Challenge folder and travel bag to keep their books and log sheets in. Please return the
books and the log sheet back to school each day in the folder and bag. It is extremely
important that the books come back because they need to rotate to other students in the
room. As students reach milestone steps such as 100, 200, etc. they will earn prizes in

the classroom.

Classroom Supplies

Thank you to so many parents for promptly sending in all school supplies. Ifyou have
not sent in supplies yet please do so immediately. I will send notification home

throughout the year if any supplies need to be replenished.



100 Book Challenge®

Linking Independent Reading with Effective Instruction

Dear Parents,

The 100 Book Challenge is a reading program designed to get our children to read.
In order to do this, your child will come home every night with one or more books
and a reading log inside a folder. We want your child to read each night and enjoy
what he or she reads. We do not want reading to be a struggle or to be hard.

Children will read books at their reading success levels. At these levels, the
children will feel comfortable and will be able to read all the words. Don’t worry if
the books seem too easy. The important thing is that your child has fun reading!
Research has shown that the more a student reads, the more successful he or she

will be in school.

Here are some ideas that can help your child become a better reader:

Be your child’s home reading coach.

. Provide the time and opportunity for your child to read his or her 100 Book
Challenge color-coded book(s) every day.

Make sure your child has a relaxed, comfortable place to read (e.g., couch, bed,
floor).

- Listen to your child read. Let him or her hold the book.

- Be your child’s listening ear. Help with pronunciation as needed.

- Help older children to read fluently and with feeling.

. Encourage older children to bring home books they really want to read.

. Signyour child’s log after he or she reads.

- Encourage your child to buy books and build his or her personal library at
home.

. Set a good example for your child by sharing your own reading experiences.
 Children are copycats—if they see you read, they will read too.

Stay in contact with your child’s teacher about his or her reading progress.
Keep it fun. Be sure not to test your child on the reading. Just enjoy it.

Thank you for your support!
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Righy READING LEVELS

K (Readiness) A 1 -

K (Readiness) B 3 - Emergent
Grade 1 (Pre-Primer) | C &4 -

Grade | (Pre-Primer) D . 5&6 -

Grade | (Pre-Primer) E 6-8 7& 8 -

Grade 1 (Primer) F 10 9 & 10 . Early
Grade | (Primer) v e 12 11&12 -

Grade 1 H 4 i3& 14 -

Grade One (late} [ | 16 15 & 16 (17) -

Grade Two (early) J 18-20 | *(17),18,19,20 24

Grade Two K 2B S
Crade Two T 7478 v ag | Bl Fleent
Gradz Twe M 2D

Grade Three | N 50 - JA

Grade Three | O 34-33 - 3B

Grade Tores | P - 3

Grade Four (early) Q 40 - 4A -
Grade Four || - - | 48 Flueat
Grade Four (laie) \ R - ] 4C

Grade Five - | 42 - | 34

Grade Five - ; - i 3B

This tabls roughly illuscates how these levels correlate to each other - azd 10 school grads
levels, Teachers are encouraged to Seely adjust this correlation accerding to tiir persona
evaluabion
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141 f Unit 1: Family Letter

lntrolduction to Second Grade
Everyday Mathematics

Welcome to Second Grade Everyday Mathematics. Itlsa part of an elementary

school mathematics curriculum developed by the University of Chicago
School Mathematics Project.

Several features of the program are described below to help familiarize
you with the structure and expectations of Everyday Mathematics.

A problem-solving approach based on everyday situations

By making connections between their own knowledge and their
experiences both in school and outside of school, children leam basic
math skills In meaningful contexts so the mathematics becomes “real.”

. Frequent practice of basic-skills Instead of practice presented in a
single, tedious drill format, children practice basic skills in a variety of
more engaging ways. Children will complete daily review exercises
covering a varlety of topics, find patterns on the number grid, work
with addition and subtraction fact families in different formats, and
play games that are specifically designed to develop basic skills.

An Instructional approach that revisits concepts regularly

To improve the development of basic skills and concepts, children
regularly revisit previously learned concepts and repeatedly practice *
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skills encountered earlier. The lessons are designed to build on 3
concepts and skills throughout the year instead of treating them as W
isolated bits of knowledge. o
A curriculum that explores mathematical content beyond &

basic arithmetic Mathematics standards around the world indicate
that basic arithmetic skills are only the beginning of the mathematical

knowledge children will need as they develop critical-thinking skills. In | >
addition to basic arithmetic, Everyday

n

Mathemnatics develops concepts and gl or [10a 108 18 |1

skifls in the following

topics-~number and numeration;
operations and computation; data

and chance; geometry; vk
measurement and
reference frames; and
patterns, functions,
and algebra.
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11 (Unit 1: Family Letter co_ntJ

Unit 1: Numbers and Routines

This unit reacquaints children with the daily routines of Everyday Mathematics. Children
also review and extend mathematical concepts that were developed in Kindergarten
Everyday Mathematics and First Grade Everyday Mathematics.

In Unit 1, children will ... _
4 Count in severa! different intervals—forward by 2s from 300, forward by 10s from 64,
backward by 10s from 116, and so on. :

# Practice addition facts,suchas5+4 =?and? =7 + 5.

# Review whole numbers by answering questions like “Which number comes after 577
After 987 After 234?” and “Which number is 10 more than 34? 677 B9?"

¢ Respond to prompts like “Write 38, Circle the digit in the 10s place, Put an X on the
digit in the 1s place.”

¢ Work with a number grid to reinforce place-value skills and observe number patterns.

—9|-8]-7]-6 [-5]-4[-3[-2[-1](9)
1] 2] 4] sl 7] e|(D]10 |
11 (D13 [ [@5) 16 [ 17|38 19| 20 B
— o ——— ag—{|=¢—Chliidren use number grids to learn about
(eD] 2223 @] 25 |25 @) 28] 29 | QO e o e

4 Review equivalent number names, suchas 10 = 5+ 5,
10=7+3,10=20 ~ 10, and so on.

4 P!ay games, such as Addition Top-It, to strengthen number skills.

¢ Practice telling time and using a calendar.

' o e
Do-Anytime Activities
To work with your child on the concepts taught in this unit, try these
interesting and rewarding activities:

1. Discuss examples of mathematics in everyday life: television listings,
road signs, money, recipe measurements, time, and so on.

2. Discuss rules for working with a partner or in a group.
@ Speak quietl. @ Be polite. @ Help each other.

¢ Share. @ Listen to your partner.
INNING — VISITOR
& Take turns. @ Praise your partner. s osees

# Talk about problems.

3. Discuss household tools that can be used to measure
things or help solve mathematical probiem:s,



Adrian Promise K

am an Adrlan star student,
aven when ne one Is watching.

do the right things to help my family
ind school. |

oian what | do and then | do what | pian.

treat others honestlg, falrlg, and
vithh respect. o

do not hurt other’s feelings
ut look for ways to make good choices.

am accountabile for mg actions.

am persistent In the pursult of my dreams.
never give up.

am optimistic. |try to see the best in pecple.

believe In myself!

e



HELPFUL HOMEWORK HINTS

Dear Parents,

Going over schoolwork with your child demonstrates that you

think school is important, and it shows that you value your child’s
efforts at school. Here are some helpful homework hints.

Set aside a time and place each evening for homework that is free
from distractions.

Make sure your child has the needed upplies to complete his/her
homework correctly. Crayons, pencils, scissors, gluesticks, rulers,
and addition and subtraction flashcards (1- 18) are necessary for
many homework assignments.

Have your child read the homework directions to you. Askif
he/she understands what needs to be done. If he/she does, then
your student should complete the homework independently. If
your child doesn’t understand the directions, please read and
explain them.

When your child is finished with the homework, check it over

with them. Praise the student if he/she has done a good job. Point

out areas that could be improved.

o PLEASE NO INK ON HOMEWORK. ONLY USE PENCIL.

o Make sure homework is completed peatly.
e Encourage your child to put his/her completed homework

into his/her work folders. Make the student responsible for
putting everything he/she will need for the next day in their
bookbags. This should include lunch money in an envelope, notes,
gym shoes, library books, supplies, projects etc. Getting all of this
ready the night before makes for a much calmer morning.
Helping your child assume responsibility for school materials and
homework is an excellent way to foster independence and a sense

of responsibility in him/her.



PARENT VOLUNTEERS

‘Parent volunteers usually work with individual students.
They might give make-up tests for work that was missed while the
student was absent. They might listen to children read or help with
math activities or journal work. A parent volunteer might also help

the teacher with special projects.

If you are interested in being a parent volunteer please sign
below. |

Name:

Days and times you can volunteer:

Phone Number:

If you are interested in being a room parent please sign
below. The room parents help with holiday classroom parties and

chaperone field trips.

Name; —

Phone Number: ) —




